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Message from the Head Teacher, Mr J Rielly  

 

As you will read throughout this summer edition of The Lizard, it has been another busy and enriching term for 

our students. 

We have recently received the results of the Key Stage 2 SATs tests ς pupils individual outcomes will be 

communicated in the end of year reports. We are really pleased with results as children applied so much effort 

and good humour as well as receiving lots of support from parents and of course their teachers. At West Moors 

Middle, we think it is really important to strike a balance between thorough and meaningful preparation, whilst 

payiƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎ L ŀƳ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ млл҈ 

attendance on every day of test week. Brilliant! 

Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻnal 

figures. You will see that we have performed better than the national average on every measure ς which is 

encouraging for our continued focus of raising standards for your children. 

  
WMMS pupils achieving Age Related 

Expectations (%) 
National pupils achieving Age Related 

Expectations (%) 

Reading 78  71 

GPS 78  77 

Maths 76  75 

Writing 77  76 

R/W/M  66  61 

 

[ŀǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊ у ǇǳǇƛƭǎΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ Ωмт ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

matured into a good natured, humorous and creative group of young people who will miss a lot next year. They 

too have recently sat important tests along with all other similarly aged pupils in Dorset middle schools. With the 

required hard work and effort over their next three years of school, these performance indicators point to a 

prosperous future: 

  

WMMS pupils predicted GCSE grade based on final test 

Good C+ (new grade 4+) B+ (new grade 5+) 

English 100% 90% 

Maths 71% 88% 

Science 90% 86% 
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Changes for next year ς Restricted access to school car park 

I have recently become very concerned about pupil safety at the end of 

the school day in relation to the volume of traffic within the school car 

ǇŀǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨIŜŀŘǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩΣ L ŀǎƪŜŘ 

parents attending for their views. They agreed with me that change is 

needed. Therefore, I am proposing the following plan, which will come into 

effect from the week beginning Monday 18th September, which I have 

already shared with Dorset Police: 

 

¶ Restricted access to school car park between 8:35am till 8:50am and  2:50pm till 3:35pm 

¶ Access during restricted times will be for parent vehicles displaying termly permits or those with 

appointments to see teachers 

¶ Permits limited to vulnerable pupils who need to be dropped off close to the school 

¶ Applications for permits to be made to the school office via email before 12/9/17 

¶ Permits issued by return email in time for Monday 18th September 

¶ Emailed permits to be printed off by parents and displayed on dashboard 

As I am on the school gates most days, I appreciate how busy the roads are immediately adjacent to the school. 

Nevertheless, there are many quiet and safe roads nearby and our school location is quite advantageous in this 

regard compared to lots of other schools. At the moment, we have no plans to install security gates to enforce 

ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦ 

Changes for next year ς Blue pen needed by pupils for all writing 

We know that many pupils progress to using an ink pen to write neatly and legibly in 

exercise books whilst in first schools. Therefore, it is important to continue these good 

habits at middle school. Therefore, as of September 2017, all pupils will be required to use 

a blue ink ben (not biro) to write in exercise books.  

 

Changes for next year ς Staffing 

At the end of most school years, it is often time to say goodbye to colleagues who are morving on and this year 

is no different. Miss Sam Grant will be leaving us to start her permanent teaching role at Ferndown Middle. We 

wish her well and thank her for her boundless energy and enthusiasm in teaching and leading extra-curricular 

activities. Furthermore, Miss May will be leaving us to start a new teaching post at Georgian Gardens School. She 

has been a teacher at West Moors Middle since January 2015 and she is held in high regard by pupils for her 

caring, humorous and creative approach. All the best with your future career, Miss May! Sadly, we are also 

saying goodbye to Mrs Wright who has worked at the school for 14 years. Always showing the utmost 

professionalism, loyalty and care towards the school and its pupils, Mrs Wright has recently taught Food 

Technology and Textiles to pupils in her role as Senior TA. She will be greatly missed by everyone at the school 

but we wish her good fortune as she begins her semi-retirement. 

!ƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΧ 

All schools rely heavily on the support, challenge and understanding of parents. It is still a great privilege to be 

headteacher of West Moors Middle ς a school which serves its community ς and we are very grateful for all the 

guidance that parents have offered their children in terms of regular attendance, smart attire, good 

organisation, upholding our values and adopting a Growth Mindset in lessons. These will continue to be 

underpinning themes during the next academic year. I wish you all a restful summer break. 



  

 E-Mail  office@westmoorsmid.dorset.sch.uk  3 
Tel   01202 872474  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-safety advice - SNAPCHAT  

We wanted to make you aware that Snapchat has released an update recently which includes a feature called 

Snap Maps. This allows others to see exactly where a snapchat user is, pinpointing their location on a world map. 

We would recommend that pupils switch this feature off to ensure that their location is kept private from other 

ǳǎŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΦ hǳǊ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇ ǘƻ ΨDƘƻǎǘ aƻŘŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ 

are the only person who can see their location on a map. 

 

Bike show 

On Thursday 18th of May, West Moors Middle school had a visit from a bike show.  

¢Ƙƛǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ оǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƛƎ 

tŜŘŀƭΩ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜ ǎƘƻǿ 

- even teachers. Mrs Phillips entered our school into 

the Ψ.ƛƎ tŜŘŀƭΩΦ !ƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ wƻō ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴƴȅ 

from the trial bike show. There were lots of cool 

tricks and stunts and these world champions 

impressed the whole school. 

By George Groocock (Y6) 

 

During our final assembly today, we will congratulate the following pupils who achieved 100% 

attendance across the school year: 

Marc Collins   LP    James Nawavuka      6SG 

George Groocock  6CW   Edward Turner           GC 

Leo Zheng       GC 

Lauren Marsh  PP    Landon-John Webster   6CW 

Alyssa Mist     5CB    Cameron Yau                   6SG 

 

Our whole school target for attendance next year is 95% and we will be providing pupils and parents 

with regular feedback on progress towards this ambition. 

In the meantime, I would like to thank all parents for their support this year and wish you and your 

families a restful summer holiday.  

 

Notices 
¶ Canteen prices are due to increase from September 2017.   

A main meal will now be £2.40, a main meal with a dessert £3.00 and a jacket potato with 2 fillings 
£2.40. 
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PTFA Annual Summer Fayre 

We had another fun-ŦƛƭƭŜŘ {ǳƳƳŜǊ CŀȅǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŀƛƴΗ ²ƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƭƭǎΣ 

there was lots to see and do. As usual, the volunteers were kept busy behind the BBQ and all were entertained 

by various bands from WMMS and Ferndown Upper School. 

Each class organised and ran their own stall. PP raised an amazing £50.15, closely followed by 6CW who raised 

£46.61. A huge thanks to all the classes and a deserving reward for Mrs Phillips and her class. 

Also, a thank yoǳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƘƻ ƪƛƴŘƭȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ t¢C! ƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

Our next event is a fashion evening on October. More details to follow.  

                     

              

 



  

 E-Mail  office@westmoorsmid.dorset.sch.uk  5 
Tel   01202 872474  

Rocket Day 
Ferndown Upper School spent the morning with some Year 7 and 5 students. Year 7 

designed a water rocket to fly across the school field while Year 5 used straws and 

paper to propel their rockets. Everyone said how much they enjoyed themselves. 

Thank you to Mr Haynes and pupils from Ferndown Upper School for bringing your 

rocket launchers to our school. 

             

Year 6 Science Day 

A group of our year 6 students went to Ferndown Upper School to get up close and personal with some 

animals, some of us might not be too keen to be near. How close did they get? Very close! They used 

the microscopes to look at some of the smaller pond wildlife as well. As you can see from the pictures 

they thoroughly enjoyed getting up close to and learning about these amazing creatures.  
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Year 6 Corfe Castle 

Year 6 visited Corfe Castle to enhance their castle topic within integrated learning.  It was fascinating to 

count the number of arrow slits and learn about the history of the castle from an experienced guide.  

Everyone said how much they enjoyed their trip! 

             
  

 
 
.{h {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ 9ȄǘǊŀǾŀƎŀƴȊŀΗ 

This year some of our musicians had the wonderful 

opportunity to perform in the Lighthouse as part of 

ǘƘŜ .ƻǳǊƴŜƳƻǳǘƘ {ȅƳǇƘƻƴȅ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 

project.  Together with some other local schools, the 

pupils formed part of a large orchestra alongside some 

professional musicians and performed in a wonderful 

concert.  Emily, Keira, Daniel, Gemma and Hanna 

worked very hard all year practising and learning their 

parts and I was very proud to take part with them in 

the concert. 

Mrs H Watkins 

 

 

Year 5 Longleat Trip     

 

On Tuesday July 18th our Year 5 pupils enjoyed a wonderful day out at Longleat Safari park. Students saw lots of 
different animals, with a few being brave enough to even hold snakes! Pupils also and enjoyed fun facts from 
aƛǎǎ aŀȅΩǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘΦ  hǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛƴƛ ǘǊŀƛƴΦ ! 
brilliant day was had by all! 
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Year 6 Fairthorne Manor Residential Trip ς 28th June to 30th June Year 6 students 

recently went on their residential trip to Fairthorne Manor where they experienced camping overnight in tents, 
kayaking, raft building, den building, crate challenge, the climbing tower and a team challenge. Everyone had a 
really fun time and enjoyed all the activities on offer. This was a fantastic opportunity for our students and we 
would like to thank all the staff at Fairthorne Manor for an excellent experience!  

              

             

           

       

The Rocky Monster Show! 

The Rocky Monster Show! 

Our summer production this year was another success!  

The Rocky Monster Show was a great show enjoyed by 

the cast, chorus and the audience.  The pupils worked 

very hard and pulled off 4 great performances.  It was a 

special show this year as some of the year 8s were in the 

very first show that I produced here and have been an 

asset to every performance throughout their 4 years 

here.  I will be very sad to see them go but hope that they will come back and help us as Georgia and Stasia did 

this year. 

Mrs H Watkins 


