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Message from the Head Teacher, Mrs C. Pritchard 
Well, the time has come for me to write my final Lizard. I canôt believe how quickly 
this year has gone and, as we break for the summer term, I would like to say a huge 
thank you to all the students, parents, governors and staff for their hard work and 
commitment to making this year a very successful one.  
 

2014 -15 has been jam-packed and I am delighted that we end the school year 
having had a successful Ofsted inspection, improved SATs results and excellent 
Year 8 results. The last two years have been extremely hard work, but it has really 
paid off and I am so pleased that the dedication of the staff, pupils and parents has 
been acknowledged in the inspectorôs judgement.  
 

So, I now look back at my time at West Moors and am so pleased that I spotted the 
Deputy Head job in the Times Ed five years ago and thought, óThat looks like a lovely 
place.ô The idea of working with Year 5 to Year 8 appealed to me and I was very 
much looking forward to being in a school where, based on my impression from 
interview, the students were so polite andéwell, just really nice (Iôm cringing now as 
my Year 6 English group have frequently heard me say that they canôt use the word 
óniceô because itôs a really rubbish adjective!)  
 

My initial impressions proved to be correct. Over the past five years, the students 
have never let me down. They have consistently been well behaved, kind, polite, 
well-mannered, considerate, welcoming, sociable, hard-working and just a delight to 
be around. I had come from a school where, to be fair, I was beginning to be 
disillusioned and cynical.  Being at West Moors has restored my faith. While the work 
is always challenging and could never be called óeasyô ï being around such an 
amazing bunch of students and staff means that I am never bored, never 
disheartened and never disillusioned. Even when things have been hard, it has only 
ever taken a few minutes spent in the company of such fantastic young people and 
such supportive and dedicated staff to restore in me the belief that we can do 
anything, we will be successful, we will take every opportunity and we will do 
everything we can to ensure that we provide the best education possible for the 
students in our care.  
 

Being at West Moors also released my inner óprimaryô teacher ï I never thought I 
would make angels for the Christmas tree, dress up as a witch for World Book Day, 
get rugby tackled to the floor by a Year 6 boy whilst having a sleeping bag race, 
have wet sponges thrown at me on Red Nose Day or be enthralled and slightly 
tearful while listening to students sing Christmas carols. These things were not in my 
experience as a secondary teacher ï and one who had been involved in managing 
behaviour for 10 years. It was unusual in my previous job to get through a week 
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without being sworn at, without restraining someone who was fighting and without 
having to deal with endless issues of uniform, attitude and disruption. Coming to 
West Moors was like walking into a different world.  
 

And so, I would like to say the biggest thank you ever to the students ï for being 
amazing, to the staff and governors ï for being incredibly supportive, hard-working 
and dedicated and for being like family, to the parents ï for the support you have 
given and for sending your beautiful children to our school so that I could have the 
privilege of working with them. I will be incredibly sad today when I leave the school 
and Iôm sure there will be many times in the future when I will look back and think, óI 
wish I was at WMMSô.  
 

I wish all of you a wonderful summer holiday and all the very best for the future. Itôs 
been amazing. Thank you J.  
 
Exam results 
 

All of the students took exams during the summer term, with Year 6 taking their 
SATS and Year 8 taking their end of KS3 tests. We are extremely pleased with the 
results and want to congratulate all of the students on their achievements. They have 
worked really hard and been very dedicated in trying to attain their very best. Very 
well done all of you ï you should be very proud of yourselves.  
 

Year 6 results:  
 

 Maths 
Level 

4+ 

Maths 
Level 5+ 

Reading 
Level 4 

+ 

Reading 
Level 5+ 

Writing 
Level 4+ 

Writing 
Level 5+ 

Reading, 
Writing 

& Maths 
Level 4+ 

2015 
WMMS 

90% 40% 93% 50% 98% 41% 88% 

2014 
WMMS 

87% 37% 
 

85% 50% 94% 40% 
 

83% 

2014 
National  

86% 42% 88% 49% 85% 35% 79% 

 

 2 Levels progress 
in Maths 

2 Levels progress 
in Reading 

2 Levels progress 
in Writing 

2015 WMMS 90% 92% 100% 

2014 WMMS 89% 94% 100% 
 

Year 8:  
 

 Maths 
Level 

5+ 

Maths 
Level 6+ 

Reading 
Level 5+ 

Reading 
Level 6+ 

Writing 
Level 

5+ 

Writing 
Level 6+ 

Reading, 
writing & 
maths 

Level 5+ 

2015 
WMMS 

95% 82%  
34% L7 

100% 76%  
34% L7 

89% 61% 90% 

2014 
WMMS 

93% 63% 
37% L7 

96% 65% 
7% L7 

81% 30% 74% 

  
Thatôs not to forget Year 5 and 7, who also had exams and, again, did very well. 
Congratulations and keep up the good work next year.  
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Goodbyes & welcomes 
 
This term we say goodbye to Mrs Chance who works in the school office. She has 
recently been successfully appointed to a position at Wimborne First School. We 
would like to say a huge thank you to Mrs Chance for all of her incredible hard work 
and support over the past 3 years. 
 
And we say welcome to Mr Rielly, who, as you know, will join West Moors in 
September as Headteacher. We would also like to welcome Miss Lydia Parker, who 
will be a Key Stage 3 tutor and will be teaching French and English.   
 
Curriculum news  
 
In September, there will more changes to learning and the way that we deliver it as 
we continue to embed the ónewô curriculum. One significant change is that we will be 
delivering some Key Stage 3 lessons in vertical groups of Year 7 and 8 students. We 
already have vertical tutor times and PSHCE, but will add Design Technology, PE 
and Beliefs and Values to this in September. The reason for this is that Design 
Technology and PE are óskillsô based subjects and putting students into vertical 
groups allows us to provide challenge for the most able and for support for those 
who need it. Beliefs and Values is a discussion based subject, much like PSHCE, so 
it will be of benefit for the students to engage in a broader range of conversations.  
 
Kindness Week  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blashford  Lakes 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of our Kindness topic, pupils in year 6, 
7 and 8 made biscuits with decorated plates to 
give to our senior visitors, who were so 
touched by this unexpected, thoughtful gesture 
that they all signed a card expressing their 
gratitude. 
 
Mrs Watkins 

 

This term, Year 6 went to Blashford Lakes. 

We all enjoyed the trip as there was so much 

to do. Pond dipping was fun as we caught 

newts as well as different larvae and were 

able to look at these under the microscope. 

River sampling was fun as were had to kick 

the stones to find the small animals. We 

caught lots of bullhead fish. Finally, we 

headed to the meadow where we caught a  

beautiful    damsel fly, grasshoppers, beetles 

and lots more. It was a great day.    Katy, 

Marshall, Finley and Buster  6MW 
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Year 8 Speech Competition 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hatching chicks 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Monday 6th July, twelve year 8 pupils 
participated in the final of our annual speech 
competition, delivering persuasive speeches 
on a range of contemporary issues, which 
included the dangers of social-networking, 
vegetarianism and the support for those 
escaping domestic violence. Judged by a 
panel, compromising of Mr Wills (Head 
teacher of  Ferndown Upper School), Ms 
Enright (Governor at WMMS), Mr Rielly (new 
Head teacher at WMMS from September) 
and Mrs Gould, the eventual winner was 
chosen to be Marta Cristovao with her well-
delivered and thought-provoking speech on 
same-sex marriage. Second place was 
awarded to Shay Brennan and joint third to 
Jasmine Milsom and Cody Cowan.   
Mrs Watkins 
 

 

 

We were fortunate to be given 4 eggs to incubate 

(thank you Mrs Crichton) and we saw them 

pecking the shell when they were ready to hatch. 

If we were quiet we could hear them cheep inside 

the shell. It was so exciting. After about a week 

they all hatched within 2 days, they were so small 

they could fit inside our hands. Everyone was 

eager to hold them and during break and lunch 

the science lab was really busy with everyone 

wanting a turn holding the chicks. They grew 

really quickly and soon we had to take them 

outside to run around on the grass.  

Unfortunately, they had to be returned as we had 

nowhere fox proof to keep them in school.  

Amy, Sonia  Year 6 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

ñI moved the chick 

from the incubator 

into the cage and put 

itôs beak into the 

water so t knew how 

to drink. This was the 

best thing that 

happened in school 

for me. ñ Zak Year 6 

 

ñThey were fed on special chick 

food which they flicked all over the 

cage. I was amazed at how quickly 

they grew.ò  Abigail Williams Year 6 
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French Trip 

Year 7 & 8 left West Moors very early on 

Tuesday 30th June  heading for France. 

Excitement meant that nobody slept on 

the journey towards the Channel Tunnel. 

A long day followed which involved us 

going through the tunnel, nearly reaching 

France and then travelling backwards 

again to England. What an experience! 

Finally, very weary but happy, we arrived 

at our hotel in Boulogne.  From here we 

had an action packed trip, visiting 

markets and trying out our French, 

walking the ramparts of the old town, 

paddling at the beach as well as visiting 

a French theme park and sea life centre. 

It was an amazing trip.  

Jaz Milsom. 

 

 
 

 

Rocket Day 

Ferndown Upper School spent the morning 

with some Year 7 and 5 students. Year 7 

designed a water rocket to fly across the 

school field while Year 5 used straws and 

paper to propel their rockets. It was a fun 

morning and thank you Mr Haynes for bringing 

your rocket launches to school. 

 
 

Science STEM  Day at Poole College. 

Year 7 visited the college to see how 

science is used in lots of jobs. During the 

day they made bath bombs with Lush, were 

forensic scientists digging for and 

identifying bones and spent time  designing 

and making electronic circuits work to run a 

game.  A really enjoyable, informative day. 
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Eco Club 

Zak, Oakley, Kirsty, Lizzie and Amy have 

continued to weed and water our plants within 

the courtyard. We have enjoyed potatoes, 

strawberries and raspberries this year. During 

the summer the area will have new raised beds 

and we are looking forward to planting some 

winter vegetables after the summer break.  

Thank you from Mrs Phillips. 

 

 

Phil the bag 
This is a scheme which exchanged old clothes, 
curtains, bedding, shoes etc  for money. During the 
year I collect and store bags of clothing within school 
for collection. Last time we raised nearly £200. This 
money is going towards the redevelopment of our 
pond area which is overgrown. Please save your old 
clothing for our school and bring it into the office in a 
sealed bag.  If you want to collect some official bags 
we have them at the school office. Thank you for your 
help with this. Look out for a pond clearing day in the 
Autumn term where any help or expertise will  be 
appreciated. Thank you. 
 
Mrs Phillips 
 

 

Year 1 and 2 Dance Workshops 
A group of Year 6 pupils visited our First Schools and ran dance workshops for the younger 
children. This included a warm up, breaking down the dance into sections and teaching 
each part and finally performing the whole dance. At one school this included performing to 
the whole school in Assembly! Our pupils were kind and sensitive towards the children but 
also created an atmosphere that clearly demonstrated that exercise can be great fun! The 
best bit was watching the Middle and First school pupils ñfree stylingò happily together. 
Additionally, some of the pupils also performed and taught the dance at our recent 
Induction evening to a very large audience of Year 4 children, parents and governors. 
Thank you to each one of you. It was a pleasure and a privilege to take you out and work 
on this project together. 
Mrs Gould and Mrs Beavan 
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Year 6 Moors Valley 
 
A group of Year 6 students were taken to 
Moors Valley Country Park, where they 
enjoyed exploring the play trail, riding on the 
train and eating their ice cream by the lake. 
Thank you to Mrs Watkins & Mrs Wakeford 
for a lovely time. 

 

PTFA Summer Fayre 
 
On Friday 12th June, West Moors Middle 
School PTFA held its summer fayre. This 
year the weather was not as kind but it did 
not dampen our spirits. It was fantastic to 
see so many ex-pupils and lovely to meet 
some of the new families whose children will 
be joining our school in September. We 
raised in excess of  £1000. Some of the 
money has been used to provide wooden 
picnic benches for the pupil to use 
throughout the day, including some lessons. 
Thank you to everyone who supported us. 
 
If you are interested in joining our happy 
band of volunteers, please contact the 
school office for further details. 
 

Year 5 Longleat Trip 
 
On Thursday 9th July our Year 5 students enjoyed a 
fabulous day visiting Longleat Safari Park. Students saw 
lots of different animals, with a few being brave enough to 
hold snakes and tarantulas! Others went on the boat trip 
and the mini train. A brilliant day was had by everyone! 
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Year 6 & 8 Fairthorne Manor Residential Trip 
1st/3rd July 
 
Year 6 & Year 8 students recently went on their 
residential trip to Fairthorne Manor where they 
experienced camping overnight in tents, 
kayaking, raft building, aerial runway, climbing 
tower and a team challenge. Everyone had a 
really fun time and enjoyed all the activities on 
offer. This was a fantastic opportunity for our 
students and we would like to thank all the staff 
at Fairthorne Manor for an excellent experience! 

 

Summer Music & Dance Showcase 
 
After enjoying some refreshments, parents, family members and friends filled the hall 
and waited in anticipation for the start of our Summer Music and Dance evening, which 
showcased a variety of music and dance pieces children had worked hard to prepare. 
The Year 5 Choir presented four songs which they sang beautifully, with solos from: 
Melek Urel, Mia Rushen and Anya SmitïAsh. 
Guitarists: Harrison Bowden, Danielle Teed and Ben Wreglesworth-Rendell shared 
some solo pieces with us. Well done for getting up and performing by yourself. It took a 
lot of courage! Ben also joined the WMMS band, which also included Emily Collins on 
the Keyboard, Imogen Watkins on the Drum-Kit. The group was led by our own very 
able instrumental teacher David Mein, who played bass, led the vocals and 
accompanied the WMMS Choir also on drums and rhythm guitar.  
(Please remember to book up any guitar, drum-kit or keyboard lessons with Mr Mein in 
September.) 
The WMMS Dancers led and coached by Lucy Hayter entertained us with a lively dance 
to óWalking on Sunshine.ô Kaya Morris performed a stunning drum-kit solo, full of energy 
and exuberance! We were then treated to a catchy, jazzy flute solo with wonderful 
phrasing from Holly Fulker. Holly also has a lovely singing voice and began WMMS 
Choirôs rendition of óViva la Vidaô telling the story of the King who ruled the world and 
then lost everything.  WMMS Choir invited the whole audience to join them for the final 
song: óRun.ô 
Well done to all the children, who practised so hard and prepared a wonderful evening 
that was enjoyed by all! 
 

Year 8 óGoodbyeô Trip to Sandbanks Beach 
 
Year 8 students enjoyed their final West 
Moors Middle School trip this week, when they 
went to Sandbanks beach for a chilled day 
out! They played crazy golf, swam and 
paddled in the sea, then filled up on chips and 
ice cream. When it drizzled with rain, they 
enjoyed some hot drinks! Although the 
weather wasnôt completely sunny, everyone 
had a lovely day.  
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Year 8 Presentation Afternoon 
 

On Thursday 16th July we held our annual Year 8 Presentation Afternoon. This was a 
very enjoyable event and included all pupils receiving a certificate showing their final 
grades from Middle School. Additionally the following pupils were awarded trophies: 
 

Art ï Megan Burwood  
DT ï Tazmin Foweraker 
French ï Zoe Coldwell 
Geography ï Maria Street 
History ï Aeryn Singh 
Music ï Ben Wreglesworth-Rendell  
PE ï Blaize Kenny and Harley Kenny 
Science ï Archie Edmonds 
English ï Jasmine Milsom 
Maths ï Ross Scott-Sanders 
Outstanding Progress ï Shay Brennan 
Contribution to the School Community ï Christina Holden  
 

Individual Certificates  
 

Pupils gain a Bronze Certificate when they achieve 50 Lizard Points, a Silver 
Certificate for 75 Lizard Points and a Gold Certificate when they reach 100 Lizard 
Points. This term we have presented certificates to the following children:  
 

Bronze: 
Kira Baggs    Destiny Grey   Jamie Hosking 
Ethan Moore    Lauren Pigott   Mia Rushen 
Melek Urel    Hardee Vermaak  Malachi Voisin 
Jasmin Creech   Lucy Marsh   Lilly Palmer  
Marshall Smith   Leo Zheng   Edward Clifford 
Alesha Cronk   Brandon Foster  Lauren Hayes 
Jessica Herring   Harry Howard  Sarah Hunter 
Curtis Lamb    Jessica Palmer  Stasia Smith 
Kimberley Stevens   Emma Tompkins  Ben Woodward 
Megan Burwood   Christina Holden   
  
Silver: 
Holly Berridge   Gabrielle Caballero  Megan Collins 
Destiny Grey    Matthew Hodgson  Ellie-Mai Jervis 
Evie Marshall   Luke Mitchell   Kaya Morris 
Mia Rushen    Anya Smit-Ash  Jasmine Smith 
Jason Tompkins   Daniel Toms   Melek Urel 
Jack Webster   Ben Williams   Sophie Bryant 
Emily Collins    Joshua Cox   Owen Edmonds 
Finlay Gerchen   Abigail Harris   Benjamin Hector 
Natalie Holden   Finley King   Lauren Marsh 
Lucy Marsh    Lilly Palmer   David Plumb 
Kirsty Pollington   Jack Quinton   Marshall Smith 
Junior Tamanitoakula  Edward Turner  Leo Zheng 
Tegan Braithwaite   Courtney Brewer  Holly Fulker 
Stasia Smith 
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Individual Certificates continued: 
 
Gold: 
Isabela Ashcroft   Gabrielle Caballero  Ashleigh Chew 
Megan Collins   Amelie Gastaldi  Louise Lacey 
Evie Marshall   Tyler Mawson  Jasmine Smith 
Ben Williams    Sophie Bryant  Emily Collins 
Owen Edmonds   Natalie Holden  Aiden Hover 
Finley King    Lauren Marsh  Lilly Palmer 
Kirsty Pollington   Jack Quinton   Edward Salter 
Marshall Smith   Junior Tamanitoakula Katy Terry 
Abigail Williams   Kirsty Zeineh   Stasia Smith 
Marc Collins 
Hollie Thompson 
 
Platinum: 
Awarded when they reach 150 Lizard Points! 
Danielle Teed   Jack Watson   Emily Collins 
Owen Edmonds   Owen Hopwood  Sonia Mecia 
Marshall Smith   Abigail Williams  Kirsty Zeineh  
       
Well done to you all. 
 
Lizard Trophy Winners 
 
Year 5: Isabela Ashcroft and Matthew Hodgson 
Year 6: Alissa Cole and Owen Edmonds 
Year 7: Jessica Palmer and Curtis Lamb 
Year 8: Cody Cowan and Callum Myall

Office Notices 

¶ Bus Passes - Please note that the school office are no longer authorised to issue 
temporary bus passes. From September, if your child loses their bus pass, please 
contact: Dorset Passenger Transport, County Hall, Dorchester. DT1 1XJ. 
Tel: 01305 224537 
Email: dorsetpassengertransport@dorsetcc.gov.uk 
Website: https://www.dorsetforyou.com/schooltransport 

¶ Absences - Please ensure you call every morning, before 9 am, to let us know if 
your child will not be in school on that day.  

¶ Appointments - Medical appointments should be made, where possible, outside 
of school hours. If missing school is unavoidable, please try and make an 
appointment at the very beginning or end of the school day so that the amount of 
disruption to your childôs education is minimised. 

 

Diary Dates: 
Autumn Term 2015 
Tuesday 1st September ï Staff Inset Day 
Wednesday 2nd September ï Staff Inset Day 
Thursday 3rd September ï Term starts for all students 
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Padlocks for lockers from September 
 
We are changing the locks on pupil storage lockers. The reasons for this are as 
below. 
 

¶ To reduce administration costs for the school. 

¶ To reduce the cost of replacement keys for parents/carers.  

¶ Fire Risk Assessment Recommendation - ALL lockers situated in a fire 

escape route should all be closed. 

For our school this means we are providing a closable storage area at all times. 
For parents/carers this means you can purchase a padlock with 2-3 keys cheaper 
than a single key replacement at present. Parents/Carers will be responsible for 
replacing lost keys & padlocks as required. 
 
Please use the images below as a guide for purchasing a suitable padlock. 
 

 
Thank you. 
 
Mr J Dover 
Assistant Headteacher 
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